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About Constitution of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Cell
The Intellectual Property Rights Cell was created in CSK HPKV, Palampur in 2010 to look after IPR
related activities in the university. Since then the IPR Cell has taken many initiatives to strengthen
IPR management system. The IPR policy guidelines of the university have been formulated and got
approved from the Research Council and Board of Management. The process of registration of
Trademark, ‘HIM PALAM’ has almost been completed by virtue of which all the products of the
university will be marketed under the brand name ‘HIM PALAM’ so as to protect the technological
assets, maintain the quality standards and create brand image among the stakeholders. The IPR Cell
has been reconstituted in November, 2017to make it more active and vibrant. The composition of
IPR Cell is given below:
Dr. H K Chaudhary
Professor & Head,
Department of Crop Improvement and
Programme Leader
Molecular Cytogenetics & Tissue Culture Lab
College of Agriculture, CSKHPKV, Palampur

Chairman

Dr. Y.S. Dhaliwal
Professor & Head,
Department of Food Science, Nutrition and Technology,
College of Home Science, CSKHPKV, Palampur,

Member

Dr. J.K. Sharma
Principal Scientist & Head,
(Nodal Officer PPV & FRA),
Department of Seed Science and Technology,
College of Agriculture, CSKHPKV, Palampur,

Member

Dr. Madhumeet Singh
Professor & Head,
Department of Veterinary Gynaecology and Obstetrics,
Dr. G.C. Negi College of Veterinary and Animal Science,
CSKHPKV, Palampur,

Member

Dr. K.D. Sharma
Principal Scientist,
Department of Agril. Economics,
Extension Education and Rural Sociology,
College of Agriculture, CSKHPKV, Palampur,

Member Secretary

1

The IPR Cell organized one day workshop on ‘Intellectual Property Rights- Issues and Challenges’
on March 16, 2017 which was sponsored by HP Patent Information Centre, State Council of Science,
Technology and Environment This workshop was presided over by Prof. A. K. Sarial, Vice
Chancellor, CSKHPKV, Palampur. Dr. Sudhir Kochhar, Former Coordinator NAIP and ADG (IPR),
ICAR and Dr. Ritika Kanwar, Scientist, HP Patent Information Centre, State Council of Science,
Technology and Environment were the guest speakers. This workshop was attended by statutory
officers, heads of different departments, scientists and postgraduate students of CSK HPKV,
Palampur. As many as 125 participants attended and participated in this workshop.
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Brief Abstract of Intellectual Property Rights Guidelines of CSK Himachal Pradesh Krishi
Vishvavidyalaya
The University has formulated IPR Policy Guidelines and the management approach as described in
the guidelines is in consonance with the national IPR laws and policies in force in the country. The
IP rights accruing to CSK HPKV in various forms would be embodied in the following Indian Acts,
as amended from time to time:
❖ The Copyright Act, 1957 as amended in 1983, 1984, 1992, 1994 and 1999 along with Rules
1958 and the International Copyright Order, 1999, 2000 (Copyright Act)
❖ The Patents Act, 1970 as amended in 1999, 2002, 2004 (Ordinance), 2005 and 2006 along
with Rules 2005 (Patents Act)
❖ The Trade Marks Act, 1999 along with Rules 1999 (Trade Marks Act)
❖ The Designs Act, 2000 along with Rules 2001 (Designs Act)
❖ The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 along with
Rules 2002 (GI Act)
❖ The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001 along with Rules 2003
❖ The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 along with Rules 2004 (Biodiversity Act) specifies
procedures for access to biological/genetic materials for agricultural research and their IPR
protection.
Of the various IPRs covered under the respective IPR Acts, CSK HPKV will have most common
recourse to patents, protection of plant varieties, and copyright. Protection of undisclosed
information (trade secrets) will be through entering into suitable confidentiality agreements on caseto-case basis. Under the Patents Act, methods of agriculture and horticulture will not constitute
patentable subject, however, inventive processes and products in all fields of technology, including
agriculture and the allied spheres are patentable in India except for the provisions made under
section 36 of the Patents Act.
The PPV&FR Act is in harmony with the provisions of the Article 27.3(b)7 of the TRIPS
Agreement. All extant varieties of CSK HPKV that were notified and have not completed 15 years
from their notification date are registerable and can be protected as IP under the PPV&FR Act.
Copyright, whether registered or not, will exist in all creations of CSK HPKV scientists/ innovators
and its institutional works. Trademarks and collective marks and industrial designs will also be
important to CSK HPKV. Geographical indications (GIs) are indirectly important in broader
contexts rather than being of direct consequence to CSK HPKV research. The layout designs for
integrated circuits (ICs) could also be of interest albeit in few disciplines of agricultural research.
CSK HPKV shall transfer its IPR enabled and other technologies under the new regime in
conformity with state/national priorities. Case-specific decisions will be taken regarding which
technologies will be placed in public domain for open access and which will be commercialized
through non-exclusive or exclusive licences. All decisions on the mode of technology transfer will
be preceded by the filing and recording of applications for protection of its IP.
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CSK HPKV scientists/innovators may publish such research results of academic or public
significance as do not impinge upon CSK HPKV’ s interests in the protection of IP. They will not
reveal inventive steps, if applicable, in such publications. They shall defer any publication of
inventive steps/potential IP with commercial or strategic implications until an application for their
IPR protection has been filed and recorded.
Protection and facilitated access to plant varieties and plant germplasm is granted under the
PPV&FR Act and the Biodiversity Act. The CSK HPKV has a system in place for plant germplasm
registration and documentation through National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR). For
elite animal/fish genetic material in the public domain, however, there is no IPR enabling provision
under the existing Indian laws nor is there any provision for the registration and documentation of
the animal breeds and strains of fish developed by CSK HPKV. To pre-empt any unforeseen grant of
patents on animals and fish, including the improved breeds/strains, CSK HPKV will establish a
system of their registration and documentation through the National Bureau of Animal Genetic
Resources (NBAGR) and National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (NBFGR), respectively.
Similarly, for microbes and insects, systems will be established through National Bureau of
Agriculturally Important Microorganisms (NBAIM) and National Bureau of Agriculturally
Important Insects (NBAII), respectively.
CSK HPKV will provide incentive and share the benefits accrued from commercialization of its IPR
enabled technologies with its scientists/innovators to encourage innovativeness. To harness the
benefits under the IPR regime, there will be IPR compatible formulation, execution, reporting and
monitoring of research projects in CSK HPKV.
CSK HPKV recognizes that the laboratory scale technologies generated by its scientists/innovators
require scaling up for their commercialization. The commercial use of some of the CSK HPKV
technologies may also require validation, production and quality control under expert supervision.
Some CSK HPKV scientists/innovators involved in the development of these technologies may
themselves be interested in taking up commercial ventures based on these technologies. CSK HPKV,
in principle, will encourage such entrepreneurship by its interested scientists.
IP generated in research by post graduate research scholars in CSK HPKV will, in principle, be
jointly owned on mutually agreed terms if the terms and conditions of scholarship from the external
funding agency so require.
In the event of any conflict of right or interest related to sharing of IP, it will be resolved as per
mutually agreed terms set out in the agreement signed between CSK HPKV and the other party. To
arrive at a settlement, it will be made through mediation, reconciliation or arbitration. Arbitrator will
be appointed by the Vice chancellor, CSK HPKV. Arbitration clause may be incorporated in the
agreement.
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Workshop On Intellectual Property Rights (Issues and Challenges)-An Introduction
Dr. K D Sharma
Member Secretary, IPR Cell, CSKHPKV, Palampur
I welcome the dignitaries on the dais, statutory officers, heads of different departments, scientists
and students. This workshop is being organized jointly by the IPR Cell of CSK HPKV, Palampur
and HP Patent Information Centre of State Council of Science, Technology and Environment,
Shimla to deliberate on a very important subject, ‘Intellectual Property Rights: Issues and
Challenges.” Though the concept of IPR was embedded in the GATT 1948 to promote and regulate
international trade. However, at that time agriculture, as such, was excluded from trade regulations.
But with the passage of time, GATT became ineffective as countries adopted stringent trade and
non-trade barriers thereby choking free trade among member nations as doctrined by economic
thinkers. Therefore, need was felt to develop a regulatory mechanism to reduce these barriers so that
nothing except the principle of comparative advantage prevails in the trade among nation states.
After long deliberations starting with Uruguay round in 1986 that concluded in 1994 with new
GATT 1994 rules and subsequently the birth of World Trade Organisation (WTO) took place in
January 1995.
WTO has been established as an international organization dealing with the rules of trade between
nations aiming at facilitating trade, surveillance on trade measures taken by countries, and a forum
for trade negotiations and settlement of differences and disputes among member nations on issues
related to their obligations under the WTO trade rules.
Looking into the history of economic development and trade patterns across the world, we find that
growth and development of a country hinges upon two key factors viz., quality of resource
endowments and the accumulation of intellectual properties by way of inventing, innovating and
creating superior technologies. In the recent years, it is the latter that has led to differentiated and
skewed economic development across the nations. Thus, I consider IPR as an opportunity to a
country to acquire competitive advantage even when it has resource limitations. The least developed
African countries (LDCs) having vast natural resources on the one hand and industrialised developed
countries like United Kingdom (UK) and Japan on the other are the striking examples to prove this
time tested dictum. In today’s scenario, a developed country is known not by the vast resources it
endows but by the rate at which it innovates or even imitates superior technologies to gain trade
competence.
Under TRIPS Agreement, Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) have been defined as the legal rights
resulting from intellectual invention, innovation and discovery in the industrial, scientific, literary
and artistic fields. These rights entitle an individual or group to the moral and economic rights of
creators in their creation so as to give recognition and financial benefits to innovators for the efforts
of the creativity.
We all know that IPR is a new portfolio in Indian agricultural sector following the Agreement on
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Agreement on Agriculture (AOA). Most
5

countries are committed to the provision of certain minimum standards for the protection of their
intellectual properties. Such intellectual property rights (IPRs) raise crucial issues for the future
development of agriculture and are particularly important for a developing country like India. In
Indian context, the major developments in strengthening IPR regime in the country are enlisted
hereunder;
❖ The Patents Act, 1970 as amended in 1999, 2002, 2004 (Ordinance), 2005 and 2006) along
with Rules 2005 (Patents Act)
❖ The Trade Marks Act, 1999 along with Rules 1999 (Trade Marks Act)
❖ The Designs Act, 2000 along with Rules 2001 (Designs Act)
❖ The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 along with
Rules 2002 (GI Act)
❖ The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001 along with Rules 2003
(PPV&FR Act)
❖ The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 along with Rules 2004 (Biodiversity Act)
These acts and rules lay down and specify the procedures for access to biological material for
agricultural research and their IPR protection. There are many issues relating to IPR legal
framework, operation, registration, etc., that will be deliberated in this workshop.
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Intellectual Property Rights: Activities and Prospects
Dr. H. K. Chaudhary
Chairman, IPR Cell, CSKHPKV, Palampur
The IPR Cell has been established in the University by the H.P. State Council for Science,
Technology & Environment (HPSCSTE) sponsored by the Department of Science & Technology,
Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt of India and this IPR Cell has taken many initiatives to
strengthen IPR management system in the university.
Besides highlighting the global view of the history of patenting system, its origin and implications in
academic & industrial sectors, Dr. Chaudhary enriched the knowledge of the participants from all the
constituent colleges of the university regarding application of British Patent law as an Act VI of
1856 in India and various further amendments/modifications from 1859 (modified Act XV) to 1911
(Indian Patents & Design Act) and further the Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005 which became
effective since 01.01.2005. He explained the scintillating contribution of John of Utynam who was
awarded in 1449 a 20-year monopoly as first patent globally for a ‘Glass Making Process’
previously unknown in England and of George Alfred De Penning, a Civil Engineer who got first
patent in India in 1856 as an exclusive privileges for an efficient ‘Punkha Pulling Machine’. The
most prolific inventors namely, Thomas Edison with 1093 US patents and Shunpei Yamazaki with
11353 patents forced us to rethink before publishing any of our research papers, whether it could be
patented.
Prof. Chaudhary also mentioned the significant contribution of some ingenious celebrities like
Albert Einstein’s US patent (Des. 101756) for a ‘Blouse’ in 1936 and Michel Jackson’s US patent
(Des 5, 255, 452) for a ‘Shoe’ in 1993, which was beyond their spheres of work. While addressing
about all the constituents of IPR namely, Designs, Patents, Trade Marks, Protection of Plant
Varieties and GIs, he emphasized the role of CSKHP Agricultural University in addressing all those
areas by prioritizing the protection of north-west Himalayan germplasm resources (plants, animals &
microbes) followed by GIs, Designs, Trade Marks and Patents. A lesson must be learnt after grant
of US patents for basmati rice, turmeric, neem, jamun, bittergourd, gurmar, eggplant, amla etc.
commodities which are the heritage of India being grown and used since time immemorial and are
documented in our Vedas. Hence, there is an urgent need to get our genetic resources, cultural
heritage and geographical indicators protected at national and international level. As the situation
regarding development of new plant varieties, production of quality breeder and certified seeds of
various crop varieties and their exchange and selling in the market is quite different from that of
developed world, India has adopted its own system of protection (sui generis) under the umbrella of
Protection of Plant Varieties & Farmers Rights Act, 2001 (PPV & FRA) given priority to the farmers
and emerged as the most popular and first of its kind across the world and the most effective for
developing and underdeveloped countries.
As the Agricultural Universities can play a pivotal role in addressing all these issues, the CSK HP
Agricultural University has initiated focusing the IPR issues in Agriculture (protection of plant
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varieties, landraces, novel genes and technologies), Veterinary & Animal Sciences (protection of
native animal breeds, microbes etc, traditional disease control-ITK and innovative technologies),
Home Science & Food Technology (Handicraft, designing, food processing & preservation and GI
based food products of hill crops) and Basic Sciences (innovative technologies and fundamental
issues). Prof. Chaudhary further conveyed that the CSK HPAU has already framed the IPR Policy in
consonance with ICAR Guidelines and got approved in the Board of Management of the University
during the current year. He also informed that the University has got 89 crop varieties registered and
19 being registered with the PPV & FRA, 38 extant varieties and 8 landraces protected, one GI and
one trade mark registered and 3 patents granted & 9 filed till date. The IPR Cell has taken various
initiatives to educate the faculty and the students of all the four constituent colleges of the University
by organizing awareness workshops & seminars, switching on an ‘IPR Course’ at undergraduate &
postgraduate level, publishing brochures & monographs, advertising the commercial applications of
exemplary patents, arranging Scientists-Farmers Interface, assigning responsibilities of tracking
innovation at grass root level to the scientists and scholars of all the satellite research centres and
Krishi Vigyan Kendras.
The IPR Cell and its executive committee members are fully committed for protecting the novel
plant & animal gene pool resources of north-western Himalayas, registering our geographical
indications (GI) for various region specific products, trademarks, copyrights, cultural heritage &
design and seeking patents for our innovation in various spheres.
During the presentation, an interesting video of a patent on ‘Jalebi Robot’ was also shown by Prof.
H.K. Chaudhary. For the first time, such automatic Jalebi making machine manufactured by Das
Technologies Research & Development Centre, Vill. Latour, Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab India
has been patented.
Prof Chaudhary concluded the lecture by enchanting a subhashita
अयं निज: परो वं नि गन िा
लघं चं नंसिामं ।
उदिारचरररिानंंिां नंं वसधै व क
टम्बकम ॥
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Intellectual Property Regime and Agricultural Research-Opening Remarks
Dr. R S Jamwal
Director of Research, CSK HPKV, Palampur
We all know that IPR is a new portfolio in agricultural sector following the Agreement on Trade
related aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Agreement on Agriculture (AOA) in the
World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995, most countries are committed to the provision of certain
minimum standards for the protection of intellectual property. Such intellectual property rights
(IPRs) raise crucial issues for the future development of agriculture and are particularly important
for a developing country like India. These issues are being extensively debated in India and have
contributed to the preparation of effective legislation on IPRs with respect to plant variety
protection, patents and geographical indications. The main objectives of IPR are;
•
•
•
•
•
•

To enhance the performance levels of institutions.
To give recognition and financial benefits to innovators for the efforts of the creativity
To create competition among the researchers and institutions for quality research
To have return on investment in research
To fasten the transfer of technology through licensing and other means
To transfer the benefits to the society at the earliest because intellectual property protection
encourages creation, invention and investment.

In developed countries like India, the IPR portfolio has now become an effective platform for
benchmarking of intellectual assets and enhancing innovative capabilities of institutions, business
entrepreneurs and researchers. This is being used extensively in today's world for acquisitions,
strategic alliances, licensing arrangements and venture capital funding in agriculture and industries.
It is important to appreciate the salient features of IPR and integrate them in institutional working
not only to create new and useful inventions that go into products and processes but also to generate
appropriate IPR mechanisms and enforce them.
Intellectual property rights (IPRs) can be broadly are legal rights established over creative or
inventive ideas. Such legal rights generally allow right holders to exclude the unauthorized
commercial use of their creations/inventions by third persons. The rationale for the establishment of
a legal framework on IPRs is that it ensures rewards and incentives to creative and inventive ideas.
Several of the IPRs mentioned above are relevant to the agricultural sector in that they can be used to
protect goods or services produced in the agricultural sector. These are mainly patents, plant
breeders’ rights, trademarks, geographical indications and trade secrets.
Patents are probably the most important IPRs today for agricultural goods and services as they
provide the strongest protection for patentable plants and animals and biotechnological processes for
their production. Patents universally give the patentee the right to prevent third parties from making,
using or selling the patented product or process. Patents, however, have to be disclosed to the public
through the patent documents. This enables researchers to develop further useful products or
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services. Patentable products have to meet the criteria of patentability, viz., novelty, i.e. that which is
not known in the prior art, non-obviousness i.e. that which involves an inventive step and usefulness
i.e. that which is applicable for commercial use. Biotechnology is the sector that holds the most
potential for advances in agriculture to improve productivity.
Many countries have developed plant breeders' rights to reward conventional plant breeding efforts
through sui generis protection. Such sui generis protection system is weaker than patent protection
in that the right holders can only prevent third parties from commercially exploiting the protected
material. The criteria used to grant such protection is also lower than that used to determine
patentability as these are distinctness, uniformity and stability. Historically, in India, such efforts
have emanated from the public sector or from international research institutions. Trademarks used
in commerce can be applied to agricultural products and services too. For instance, trademarks are
used to market seeds or spraying services, thus preventing deception of the consumers. Such
protection prevents the wrongful use of commercial trademarks.
Another category of commercial marks more often used in agriculture than industry are geographical
indications, including appellations of origin. These are marks associated with products originating
from a country, region or locality where the quality, reputation or other characteristics of the product
are essentially attributable to its geographical origin. Trade secret protection can be used by the
agricultural sector to protect, for instance, hybrid plant varieties. All these issues need to be
discussed threadbare to strengthen the IPR regime in the country.
Himachal Pradesh is known for its rich wealth of biodiversity, cultures, folklores, artifacts, cuisines/
recipes, a natural habitat of many plant and animal species and traditional knowledge. Protection
through geographical indication of such marks or otherwise would prevent third parties from passing
off their products as those originating in the given region. We know how these can be exploited by
third party for commercial use. How can we ignore the controversial use of nomenclature of Basmati
rice, neem, turmeric and Indian recipes for commercial exploitation by other countries? Similarly,
plant varieties developed with traditional knowledge and associated with a particular region can also
be protected under geographical indications or PPV &FRA. Red rice, rajmash, kalazira, etc., are
known for distinct quality traits that can be protected. Needless to say, commercial benefits of these
can be derived from the protection of geographical indications only when these become reasonably
famous for their distinct quality traits.
Like many other R & D institutions, the CSKHPKV has taken number of initiatives to protect its
technological assets that include a number of high yielding and resilient crop varieties, animal and
poultry breeds and fish strains, package of practices for improved crops & animal husbandry, natural
resource management, improved tools (equipment and farm machinery), improved technologies for
dairy, poultry & fisheries, post-harvest technology, updated data base and several other processes &
products of agriculture and the allied sectors. This University has already prepared the Intellectual
Property Rights policy framework and the guidelines for IP management and technology
transfer/commercialization. The management approach as enshrined in the guidelines is in
10

conformation to the national IPR laws and policies in force in the country. It is in line with the legal
framework required as per the Trade Related Intellectual Property System Agreement. The
provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the International Treaty on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture have been recognized. Review/ reassessment, revision
and/or harmonization of the guidelines with the related national laws and international agreements/
conventions/ treaties/ undertakings/ protocols will be undertaken from time to time so that the
system remains contemporary and up-to-date. This IPR policy will be soon placed before the Board
of Management for approval and implementation in the University.
The University has already put in place a vibrant IPR Cell and a nodal office as Chairman for PPV &
FRA for facilitation of IPR related activities in this university. The organization of this workshop is
also an endeavor in this direction. I appreciate the joint efforts of the IPR Cell of this university and
the HP State Council of Science, Technology and Environment to jointly organize this sensitization
workshop. I hope that deliberations and interactions with experts will be fruitful and useful to the
faculty and students.
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Strengthening Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) Regime in CSKHPKV
-Inaugural Address
Professor A. K. Sarial
Vice Chancellor, CSKHPKV, Palampur- 176 062
It gives me immense pleasure to address this august gathering of experts, scientists and research
scholars participating in this workshop, “Intellectual Property Rights- Issues and Challenges.” First
of all, I welcome our guests and experts, Dr. Sudhir Kochhar, Former Coordinator NAIP and ADG
(IPR), ICAR and Dr. Ritika Kanwar, Scientist, HP Patent Information Centre, State Council of
Science, Technology and Environment.
Himachal Pradesh is a small hill state located in the western Himalayan tract with a population of
about 7 million living over 17,000 villages spread over the sprawling mountain landscape extending
from low hills sub-tropical to high mountain areas. The dominant features of hill farming in
Himachal Pradesh are small/scattered landholdings, sloping marginal farm lands and rainfed
cultivation. Arable land is limited as about 11 per cent of the reported geographical area is
cultivable. About 86 per cent of farmers are marginal and small and average size of holdings is 1.04
ha (below national average). About 81 per cent of cropped area is rainfed despite the fact that five
major rivers flow though this hill state bringing prosperity in Northern and Southern down plains of
the country. Undulating topography poses grave limitations to harness the irrigation potential of
water resources. Wide climatic diversity also affects cropping system, development and adoption of
technologies.
In spite of these challenges, agriculture in Himachal Pradesh has traversed a long way during the
past four decades. Agriculture and allied sectors provide livelihood to about 58 per cent of the total
working population and contribute about 15 per cent to State Gross Domestic Product (SGDP). Food
grains production has increased from 200 thousand tonnes in 1951-1952 to 1545 thousand tonnes in
the year 2013-2014. There is no denying the fact that productivity of food grain crops is much below
the national average. The productivity of rice and wheat is hovering around 15 to 16 quintals per
hectare as against the national average of 34 to 35 quintals per hectare. However, the yield of maize
is quite high (20 to 22 q/ha).
It is pleasing to note that the wave of change is underway towards diversification to high value cash
crops. The State is well known for the production of off-season vegetables, temperate fruits and a
variety of ancillary agro-products. Vegetable production increased from 25 thousand tonnes during
1951-52 to about 1576 thousand tonnes during 2014-15. Similarly, the production of potato
increased from 1.60 thousand tonnes in 1951-1952 to 205 thousand tonnes in 2013-2014. Because of
this diversification, one can find success stories of improved livelihoods across different agroecological niche areas conducive for producing a wide variety of cereals, fruits, vegetables, flowers,
aromatic and medicinal plants as well as myriad of livestock and ancillary enterprises having
comparative advantage over plains. This perhaps is also the silver lining for realizing the avowed
mission of doubling the income of farmers by 2022. There is a need for identification and evolution
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of appropriate technologies and farming systems through integration of field crops, fruits, animal
husbandry and other ancillary activities.
Animal husbandry is the core sector of agriculture and an integral part of hill farming. Almost all the
farmers of the state keep a traditional complement of one or two domestic animals to meet family
needs besides recognizing symbiotic relationship with cropping system. The livestock sector of the
state has registered magnificent growth in the production of milk, wool, eggs and meat. There is a
need to lay more thrust on our indigenous cows over crossbred cows to increase the production of
high quality milch animals. It has been established scientifically that milk of local cow is far superior
in quality and nutrition than the crossbred cow. In this endeavour College of Veterinary and Animal
Science of CSKHPKV has to play a key role to improve indigenous breeds of local cows.
The R & D institutions like CSKHPKV has the responsibility not only to generate technologies and
crop varieties but also to protect its technological assets. We know that after agreement on Trade
Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and Agreement on Agriculture (AoA), it has become
mandatory for R&D institutions to frame a comprehensive policy on IPR management system.
Equally important is the protection of plant varieties and farmers rights through PVP & FRA. The
Convension of Biodiversity (CBD) which came into effect in 1993 also reflects the worldwide
concern to prevent unfair exploitation of the rich genetic wealth and traditional knowledge of the
member nations over their genetic resources. Farmers are the real custodian of genetic resources
relevant to agricultural research and, since ages they have conserved biodiversity and germplasm
that breeders are using as breeding material. Therefore, the contribution of farming community
cannot and should not be ignored and they must be rewarded in the same measures by protecting
their rights and sharing commercial benefits.
Since its inception in 1978, the University has developed and released 145 crop/plant varieties and
90 agro-technologies for the benefit of farmers. The university has already got three patents and
nine more are filed. The crop varieties released by the University cannot be patented under patent
laws of the country and these have been protected under PVP & FRA. This does not diminish the
contribution of this University in enhancing the welfare of farming community. The University has
played a key role in the development of high yielding varieties of wheat in the country. The distinct
agro-climatic conditions of highland research stations have proved to be a boon for plant breeders to
advance two generations in one year thereby reducing the varietal development/release period to half
of the normal period (6 to 7 years). Thus the contribution of this university in ushering green
revolution in the country is quite obvious.
Himachal Pradesh harbours rich repository of flora and fauna. The onus lies on the scientists of the
university to identify, document and protect the treasure of biodiversity for possible commercial use
in future. There are number of extant varieties, cultural artifacts and traditional wisdom to be
brought under suitable protection modes such as Geographical Indications (GI). I am happy to know
that University has taken initiative to protect red rice, rajmash, kalazira, etc., that are known for
distinct quality traits. Needless to say, commercial benefits of these can be derived from the
protection of geographical indications only when these become reasonably famous for their distinct
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quality traits. Therefore, documentation, protection and commercialization are relevant for trade. We
know how these can be exploited by third party for commercial use. Hereunder I want to apprise the
audience about some of such cases of controversial patents affecting India.
In 1990, W.R. Grace and Company (USA) procured the property rights of neem products through a
U.S. patent which was challenged by an Indian NGO, the property right of neem was declared illegal
and cancelled. Similarly, in March 1995, patent right of turmeric products to be used as healing
medicine against wounds was challenged by CSIR (India) on the basis that Indian people were
familiar with the use of turmeric from centuries; and provided numerous evidences including 32
documents and the patent was revoked. The Rice Tech Inc. (USA) got patent titled “Basmati rice
lines and grains” 1997 and was authorized for sale of rice in the international market by the trade
names having prefix or suffix Basmati or similar names such as American Basmati, Kasmati, Jasmati
and Texamati, which may confuse the consumers and gave a setback to India leading Basmati rice
growing and exporting country. An inter-ministerial committee was constituted by Indian
Government to protest against Basmati patent. Based on strong evidences revoked the claim of the
patent pertaining to Basmati grains. This clearly shows how critical significance IPR regime has
acquired in international trade and commerce. Therefore, CSKHPKV is committed to protect the
intellectual properties of our farmers.
Therefore, there is a dire need to protect the rights of the farmers as Intellectual property rights
(IPRs) allowing us the creators of a concept or product to exploit it exclusively for a certain period
of time. IPRs include copyrights, industrial designs, patents, trademarks, brand names, etc. There is
dire need to protect indigenous knowledge and the IPR of local people needs to be mainstreamed and
also there is a need for policies to facilitate research on local underutilized plant species with farmer
participation. Further, many countries including India have been following a process-patenting
regime which has helped domestic enterprises in many sectors to develop based upon the R&D and
products of developed economies. The product patent regime which is now in force, however,
implies a necessary change in terms of enhanced investment in R&D. Protecting Geographical
“Brands”- Under IPRs, scope also exists for protecting and promoting “brand image” and earning
“brand equity” from products which are unique to different locations in India.
I am pleased to announce that the University has constituted an IPR Cell and a nodal office for PPV
& FRA for facilitation of IPR related activities in this university. The IPR Cell has been constituted
in such a way so as to address all the important aspects of IPR management system. The team
comprises experts from plant breeding, seed technology, veterinary science, food science and
agricultural economics. I appreciate the joint efforts of the IPR Cell of this university and the HP
State Council of Science, Technology and Environment to jointly organize this sensitization
workshop. I hope that this workshop will be fruitful and useful to the faculty and students to
strengthen IPR regime in this university.
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Naturalizing IP Culture in Research, Education and Tech Transfer for Sustainable Food
Security
Dr. Sudhir Kochhar
Former National Coordinator, NAIP (ICAR)
Agriculture and food security have been the major concerns and shall continue to remain so in view
of the big population growth, increasing urbanisation, constrained availability of culturable land,
need for improved nutrition and above all due to the complementarity between food security,
sovereignty and economic freedom of any nation. According to 1998 annual report of International
Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), about 73 million people will be added to the world’s
population every year between 1995-2020 increasing it by 32 percent to reach at 7.5 billion. Much of
the population growth is expected to occur in the developing countries mainly in India where the
population is expected to increase by 36 percent to reach at 1.27 billion (127 Crores) by2020 and is
likely to overtake China by 2035. Large part of this population growth is expected to be centred
around the sub-urban regions and cities due to migration of employment seeking people. Therefore,
meeting the food needs of growing and urbanised population with rising income will have profound
implications for agricultural production and food security of the country.
According to FAO, the food security is regarded as a situation “which exists when all people, at all
times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary
needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life”. Thus, the food security in the framework
of economic welfare is the situation in which the lowest income strata has a near zero probability of
being vulnerable to hunger and malnutrition and in terms of calorie it requires a near zero probability
of falling below the poverty line. Food security is an overwhelming issue over which every
sovereign country, especially the developing country like India, should be more concerned as it has
profound implications for their socio-politico-economic stability and also playing an important role
in the arena of international diplomacy.
After India becoming food self-sufficient, it was a high time to become globally competitive market
player in food and agriculture sector. In this context, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), biodiversity
conservation for sustainable use, and benefit sharing with conserver farmers have emerged as
important legal areas in past 2-3 decades to deal with in agriculture sector.
Universities and Line Departments have greater role to play in organizing research, education and
extension, to bring mass awareness for these new developments and opportunities, to train farmers
and extension workers on best practices, and enhancing skills of staff and students in undertaking
collaborative research, IP protection and technology commercialization.
CSK-HPKV, like ICAR and many other SAUs, has already established an IPR Unit which gives
focused attention to these areas so that the university becomes a globally competitive hub for the
promotion of IPR protected technologies of hill agriculture.
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An IPR (such as Patent, Plant Variety Protection, Geographical Indication, etc.) is not a natural right.
One has to apply to a concerned National Authority in prescribed manner to get such right. Public
can oppose the application for any such right when it is published by the concerned Authority. Both
parties will be heard if the applicant files counter claim. But once an IP right is granted, the owner
has freedom to commercialize the product in any way he likes, for example, by manufacturing
himself or by giving licence to others. This right is limited for a particular time span (20 years for a
patent; 15-18 years for a plant variety, etc.) and it can be effective only in India. If the owner wants
to have such right in some other country also, then he has to apply separately in that country.
National IPR Policy has been established recently, in May 2016. IPR Guidelines by ICAR are also in
place. This helps the university scientists, teachers and students for their IP management and
technology commercialization tasks through IPR Cell. Patent Information Centre of HP State
Science Technology and Environment Council, and Public Agencies of Central Government such as
TIFAC and NRDC are also helping the university staff and students in capacity building and IP &
technology management efforts. This workshop is a step forward to build further awareness and
confidence among all participants from faculty and scholars in effective IP management and
technology commercialization to promote competitiveness in hill agriculture.
There are various new initiatives of central government that may be correlated with this issue at
macro level. Central government is committed to double the farmers’ incomes by 1922. Increased
purchasing power of farmers for new seeds and other inputs will ultimately help in increasing food
security and farm prosperity. New schemes like Jan Dhan bank accounts, Fasal Bima Yojna will
provide to farmers proper access to credit, insurance and disaster management help. Other new
schemes like Make in India, Digital India, Skill India, Start Up India - Stand Up India, Less Cash or
Digital Money transactions, etc., will also bring new economic transformation in Indian agriculture.
Internalization of steps and processes at macro level will help in expanding the horizon of extension
activities for benefit of hill agriculture over the time.
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Issues and Legal Challenges in IPR
Dr. Ritika Kanwar
Scientist, HP PIC, SCST&E, Shimla
With the advancement in science and technology, the IPR regime has been facing new challenges
and legal issues. The copyright protection commences as soon as the work is created (registration is
not mandatory in India) and protection of copyright is in two forms viz. economic rights and moral
rights. In Amar Nath Sehgal v. Union of India, Delhi High Court 2005 PTC (30) 253 first time
upheld the moral right of an author under the Indian Copyright Act,1957 and awarded damages. It
was held that if the treatment of any work is prejudicial to the honour or reputation of it’s author, he
is well within his rights to object. Making and distribution of course packs (limited chapters) to
students without taking prior permission from publisher does not amount to copyright infringement
as long as it is for the purpose of educational instruction-fair dealing.
The issues coming up in Trademarks in cyber space is challenging. The issues of domain name,
cybersquatting, linking, metatagging where deceptive similarity in IP address/url is done
intentionally so as to mislead the consumer such as yahoo.com and its deceptive similar domain
name yahooindia.com. The domain name serve same function as the trademark and is not a mere
address or like finding number of the Internet and, Therefore, owner is entitled to equal protection as
trade mark. The domain name is more than a mere Internet address for it also identifies the Internet
site to those who reach it.(Dr Reddy's Laboratories Limited Vs Manu Kosuri and Anr 2001 (58)
DRJ241) With most of the countries providing for specific legislations for combating and curbing
cyber squatting, India also needs to address the issue and formulate legal provisions against cyber
squatting. WIPO has introduced a new mechanism called ICANN (Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers) for settlement of disputes relating to domain names. Indian Legal system
silent on punishment to be given.
Software per se is not patentable subject matter as per Section 3 (k)(A mathematical or business
method or a computer programme per se or algorithms), Indian Patents Act,1970. Whereas in US
and Europe approach is liberal towards patentability of software programmes provided it should be
connected with a hardware and should be resolving some technicalities. Whereas in India the
hardware connected to software should be novel. Such condition has limited the patents on software
inventions, though Indian Patent Office is consistent with its revised guidelines on Computer Related
Inventions (CRIs) and its patentability criteria.
Elaborated on patentability in pharmaceutical industry, landmark judgement Novartis A.G v Union
of India, 2013 in terms of therapeutic efficiency and courts ruling to prevent ever greening by
pharma industry, India being a developing nation where access to cheaper medicines cannot be
ignored. A new chemical entity that is structurally dissimilar but functionally similar to an existing
chemical entity is thus merely a substance under Section 3(d), Patent Act,1970 (Roche v Cipla) and
cannot be patented.
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The challenge coming up with PPV&FR Act is that majority of registration under Farmers’ variety is
for rice only. Secondly majority of registration under the Act is limited to states like Orissa and
Kerala.
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Highlights of Plant Varieties & Farmers’ Rights Act 2001
Dr. J. K. Sharma
Nodal Officer (PPV&FRA), CSKHPKV, Palampur
History
• PGR- heritage of human kind
• Before 1993- free sharing of PGR among countries
• CBD & WTO- contains TRIPS agreement with minimum standards & Regulations for IPR’s
• Access to international market through TRIPS
• Under Article 27.3(b) plant varieties protection through patents or sui generis system or both
• India opted sui generis system for giving importance to farmer rights compared to UPOV
• India enacted PPV&FR Act 2001 to address rights of Plant Breeders & Farmers on equal
footings.
IPR’S
• Copyright Act, 1957 (1983, 1984, 1992, 1994, 1999)
• Patents Act, 1970 (1999, 2002, 2004, 2005, 2006, Rules 2005)
• Trade Marks Act with Rules, 1999
• Designs Act, 2000, Rules 2001
• GI of Goods Act, 1999, Rules 2002 (GI Act)
• PPV&FR Act, 2001, Rules 2003
• Biodiversity Act, 2002, Rules 2004.
Patentable IP’s
• Micro-organisms based formulations e.g. bio-control agents, bio-fertilizers, etc.
• Genetically engineered microorganism for specific uses e.g. bio-degraders, bio-stimulants,
etc & processes related to their use.
• Novel dairy & horticultural bye/products, e.g. enzymes & processes
• Plant based agro-chemicals, their purification/ testing processes & formulations.
• Diagnostic kits
• Agril machinery, implements, lab equipments.
• High value compounds from terrestrial/ aquatic & living system e.g. animal rumen, etc.
• Novel genes from microbial & higher biological system.
• Research tools of genetic engineering like gene primers, constructs & gene transfer tools like
gene gum etc.
Higher biological system Plant Varieties & other PGR’s???
• PBR’s
• Sui generis system to address agro-diversity conservation
• To take care of the ownership through Registration of the varieties of all plant species except
micro-organisms, the PPV&FR Authority was established
• PPV&FR Act, 2001, Rules 2003 (amended 2010, 2012, 2015)
• PPV&FRA Regulations, 2006 (amended 2009, 2015)
• Biodiversity Act, 2002, Rules 2004.
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India is one of the 12-mega diverse countries of the world
• North and North Eastern Region
• Biodiversity Rich Himalayan Range
• Central and South India
• Eastern and Western Ghats
• With only 2.5% of the land area, India accounts for 7.8% of the global recorded species. This
provides India with an unique wealth of climate resilient plant biodiversity
Objectives of the PPV&FR Act
• To provide an effective system for protection of Plant varieties and rights of farmers and
plant breeders
• To recognize the farmers in respect of their contribution made at conserving , improving and
making available plant genetic resources for development of new plant varieties
• To protect plant breeders’ rights to stimulate investment for R&D and develop new varieties
• To facilitate the growth of seed industry to ensure production and availability of high quality
seed/planting material.
Rights under the Act
• Breeder’s Right: Exclusive right to Breeder/ successor/ agent/ licensee– to produce, sell,
market, distribute, import/export.
• Researcher Right: use for conducting research. For repeated use authorization of Breeder
required.
• Farmer’s Right: can save, use, sow, re- sow, exchange, share, sell his farm produce including
seed but not as ‘Branded’.
• Farmer treated as Breeder (preserving land races & wild relatives) can register varieties and
recognized from Gene Fund.
National Gene Fund for Promoting PGR
• Agro-biodiversity hot spots in India: 22 (no of crop sp/varieties, wild relatives, social
relevance, ancientness, uniqueness of area).
• Farmers conserved, preserved & improved through selection PGR – receive recognition &
Rewards from National Gene Bank.
Awards & Recognitions
• 1. Plant Genome Saviour Community Award: Five/year (citation, memento, Rs 10.0 Lakh)
• 2. Plant Genome Saviour Farmer Award: Ten /year (citation, memento, Rs 1.50 Lakh)
• 3. Plant Genome Saviour Farmer Recognition: 20/year (citation, memento, Rs 1.0 Lakh)
(Criteria: contribution of farmer in enhancing quality research, conservation, improvement through
selection, used as donors of genes in variety development; tribal & rural farmers)
Varieties eligible for registration
• Extant Variety
• Farmers’ variety
• EDV: “essentially derived variety”,
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•

Variety of Common Knowledge:

Database Development and Sharing
• The Software “Indian Information System as per DUS Guidelines” (IINDUS) and “Notified
and Released Varieties of India” (NORV) for the documentation of the extant / notified
varieties were developed by PPV&FR Authority through collaboration with NBPGR
• The database also includes the example and reference varieties data as per the DUS
guidelines
• To handle the applications received for registration, PPV&FRA got developed the Plant
Variety Information System (repository of all the information related to the varieties applied
for registration) and provides digital examination of the applications at various levels
• These databases of Authority can be shared in a prescribed manner to a limited extent with
those applying for the registration
Infringements
• Under section 64 of the PPV&FR Act, a right established is infringed by a person –
• (a) who, not being the breeder of a variety registered or
• an agent/licensee of that variety, sells, exports, imports or produces such variety without the
permission of its breeder
• (b) who use, sell, export, import or produce any other variety giving such variety, the
denomination identical with or deceptively similar to the denomination of a variety registered
under this Act in such manner as to cause confusion in the mind of general people in
identifying such variety so registered
• Section 65 of the Act provides that the suit for the infringement of a variety should not be
instituted in any court inferior to a District Court within the local limits and not to be dealt
by Authority, until or unless referred to by the concerned courts for any scientific opinion
National Gene Bank
• Section 19 of the PPV&FR Act provides that DUS test should be conducted once proper
seed and DUS test fee has been deposited
• Rule 29(10) prescribes that seeds or propagules be submitted for DUS and special tests at the
National Gene Bank of PPV&FRA at Delhi to handle the orthodox or true seeds
• To take care of tree/vines/vegetatively propagated sp, 5 Field Gene Banks are under
establishment at different locations depending upon the agro-climatic regions
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Rapporteur’s Report on Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs): Issues and Challenges
Dr. Y S Dhaliwal, Member IPR Cell, CSK HPKV, Palampur
Workshop on Intellectual Property Rights: Issues and Challenges was organised by IPR Cell, CSK
Himachal Pradesh Krishi Vishvavidyalaya, Palampur in collaboration with HP Patent Information
Centre, State Council of Science, Technology and Environment, Shimla.
In all, five lectures including key note addresses delivered by the renowned Scientists of the world
having great experience in the field of Intellectual Property Rights.
In the inaugural session Prof A. K. Sarial Vice-Chancellor of the University and Chief Guest of the
day highlighted the ways to protect the rights of the farmers as Intellectual property rights (IPRs)
allow the creators of a concept or product to exploit it exclusively for a certain period of time. IPRs
include copyrights, industrial designs, patents, trademarks, brand names, etc. There is dire need to
protect indigenous knowledge and the IPR of local people needs to be mainstreamed and also there
is a need for policies to facilitate research on local underutilized plant species with farmer
participation. Further many countries including India have been following a process-patenting
regime which has helped domestic enterprises in many sectors to develop based upon the R&D and
products of developed economies. The product patent regime which is now in force, however,
implies a necessary change in terms of enhanced investment in R&D. Protecting Geographical
“Brands”- Under IPRs, scope also exists for protecting and promoting “brand image” and earning
“brand equity” from products which are unique to different locations in India.
Dr. R. S. Jamwal, Director of Research in his opening remarks informed that University has already
taken a lead in this regard and prepared the guidelines for implementation of activities pertaining to
IPRs by the farmers as well as the scientists.
Dr. H. K. Chaudhary, Professor and Head, Department of Crop Improvement and Chairman of IPR
Cell, CSKHPKV, Palampur in his address highlighted the activities of the IPR Cell of the
University. He very nicely presented the steps to be undertaken for the protection of rights of
farmers and also very nicely elaborated the process of patenting. He further elaborated the
information pertaining to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Management of Intellectual Properties
Key Elements of Policy Framework for IP Management & Technology Transfer/
Commercialization
Technology Transfer by CSK HPKV
Patenting versus Publishing
Public Domain Knowledge
Registration and Documentation for Genetic Resources
IPR Compatible System of Research
Human Resource Development
CSK HPKV-Private Sector Partnership
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•

Scientist Entrepreneurship

Patentable IP: Research results in any field of technology, whether processes or products, which are
new, inventive (non-obvious) and useful (industrially applicable), and are patentable under the
Patent Act, constitute the patentable IP of CSK HPKV. For example:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Various microorganisms’ based formulations, such as those of bio-control agents, biofertilizers, specific dairy catalysts, etc., and the processes for their use.
Various genetically engineered microorganisms for an array of specific uses, such as biodegraders, bio-stimulants, bio-protectants, etc., and the processes related to their
application/use.
Novel dairy and horticultural products, by-products, such as enzymes, and processes for their
production and use.
Plant based agro-chemicals, their purification and testing processes, and various
formulations.
Diagnostic kits.
Agricultural machinery, implements, and laboratory equipment’s.
High value compounds from terrestrial, aquatic and living systems, such as animal rumen,
internodal cavities of bamboos, etc.
Novel genes from microbial and higher biological systems; research tools of genetic
engineering, such as gene primers, constructs, and gene transfer tools like gene gun, etc.
Patentable part of know-how, for scaling up of research results or manufacture of prototypes/
commercial products, etc.

Dr. Sudhir Kochhar, Former National Co-ordinator NAIP and ADG IPR, New Delhi in his key note
address on topic “Naturalizing IP Culture in Research, Education and Technology Transfer for
Sustainable Food Security” said that food security exists when people have access to sufficient,
safe and nutritious food to meet their daily needs and preferences for an active and healthy life. After
India becoming food self sufficient it was high time to become globally competitive market player in
food and agriculture sector. In this context, Intellectual Property Rights, biodiversity conservation
for sustainable use and benefit sharing with conserver farmers have emerged as important legal areas
in past 2-3 decades to deal with in agriculture sector. Universities and line departments have greater
role to play in this context to train farmers and extension workers on best practices and enhancing
skills in undertaking collaborative research, IP protection and technology commercialization.
CSKHPKV like ICAR and many other SAUs has already established IPR units which give focussed
attention to these areas. He further highlighted that an IPR such as Patent, Plant Variety Protection,
Geographical Indication etc. is not a natural rights and one has to apply to a concerned National
Authority in prescribed manner to get such right. Once an IP right is granted and the owner has
freedom to commercialization the product in any way he likes. This right is limited for a particular
period of time (20 years for patent, 15-18 years for a plant variety). National IPR Policy has been
established recently in May 2016. Patent information Centre of HP State Council of Science,
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Technology and Environment and Public Agencies of Central Government such as TIFAC and
NRDC are also helping university staff and students in capacity building and IP and technology
management efforts. This workshop is a step forward to build further awareness and confidence
among all participants from faculty and scholars in effective IP management and technology
commercialization to promote competitiveness in hill agriculture. Dr. Kochhar also explained
various new initiatives of central government that may be correlated with this issue at macro level.
Central government is committed to double the farmers’ income by 2022. In his talk he further
elaborate the role of various new schemes like Jan Dhan bank account, Fasal Bima Yojna, Make in
India, Digital India, Skill India, Start Up India, Stand Up India, Less cash or Digital Money
Transactions and these will help in expanding the horizon of extension activities for the benefits of
hill agriculture over the time.
Dr. Ritika Kanwar, Scientist HPPIC, State Council of Science, Technology and Environment,
Shimla in her topic “Issues and Legal Challenges in IPR” nicely elaborated the issues pertaining to
Intellectual Property Rights, biodiversity conservation for sustainable use and benefit sharing and
types of Legal Challenges in IPR. She highlighted the achievements of HP Patent Information
Centre, State Council of Science, Technology and Environment, Shimla for IP protection and
technology commercialization in the state. IPR Cell of State Agricultural University along with line
departments can play important role for effectively managing IP issues pertaining to the Protection
of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights as well as new products and processes. The geographical
indicators like Chamba Rumal, Kinnuri Shawl, Kangra paintings, Kangra Tea, Kullu shawls and
Kullu shawl logos which have been registered for ten years can be renewed for further period of ten
years from time to time.
Dr. J. K. Sharma, Professor and Head, Seed Science and Technology and Nodal Officer PPV and
FRA, CSKHPKV, Palampur in his talk on “PPV and FRA and its implication in Agriculture”
highlighted that The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001 along with Rules
2003 (PPV&FR Act) of IPRs covered under the respective IPR Acts, CSK HPKV will have most
common recourse to patents, protection of plant varieties, and copyright. Protection of undisclosed
information (trade secrets) will be through entering into suitable confidentiality agreements on caseto-case basis. Under the Patents Act, methods of agriculture and horticulture will not constitute
patentable subject, however, inventive processes and products in all fields of technology, including
agriculture and the allied are patentable in India except for the provisions made under section 36 of
the Patents Act. The PPV&FR Act is in harmony with the provisions of the Article 27.3(b)7 of the
TRIPS Agreement. All extant varieties of CSK HPKV that were notified and have not completed 15
years from their notification date are registerable and can be protected as IP under the PPV&FR Act.
Copyright, whether registered or not, will exist in all creations of CSK HPKV scientists/ innovators
and its institutional works. Trademarks and collective marks and industrial designs will also be
important to CSK HPKV. Geographical indications (GIs) are indirectly important in broader
contexts rather than being of direct consequence to CSK HPKV research. The layout designs for
integrated circuits (ICs) could also be of interest albeit in few disciplines of agricultural research.
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Exploration
After deliberations in the workshop, the IPR Cell, CSK HPKV, Palampur will explore and facilitate
to strengthen the following areas of IPR management:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Get the IPR Policy approved
Identification of patentable technologies alongwith facilitation services
and facilitation of
Registration of Trademark (in process)
Registration of varieties under PPV&FRA
Collaboration with apex institutions like NRDC, SSCST&E (HPPIC), DST, NBPGR, Indian
Patent Office, etc.
✓ Organising regular awareness workshops for the benefit of faculty and students
✓ Course development on IPRs
✓ Any other activity relating to IPRs
Course Development on Intellectual Property Rights and WTO
The University has devised and included a course on Intellectual Property Rights and
Management at Undergraduate Level and included in the course curriculum BSc. (Hons.)
Agriculture Degree Programme. Further, the IPR Cell has planned to propose development of a core
course on Intellectual Property Rights for postgraduate students. The matter will be placed before the
Board of Studies and in Academic Council of the University for inclusion of such course in the
ICAR Agricultural Education System. This course should be made compulsory for all the
postgraduate students so that students are well aware of the IPR management system. The course
may include the following contents:
WTO-historical background, Provision of TRIPS under WTO, Agreement on Agriculture,
relevance and implications of WTO to India, IPR- history, importance, definition, terminology
and emerging issues in IPR, International System of patenting, IPR Institutional framework,
Protection and patenting, IPR laws and acts, Indian Patents Act, Copyright Act, Trade Marks
Act, Designs Act), Geographical Indications, Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights
Act (PPV&FRA), Biological Diversity Act, Procedure for securing IPRs at National and
International Level.
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Glimpses of the IPR Workshop (March 16, 2017)

From Top Left:
1. IPR Team receiving dignitaries at enterance gate
2. Chief Guest (Prof. A.K. Sarial, Hon’ble VC, CSK HPKV, Palampur) at registration counter
3. Dr. R. S. Jamwal, Director of Research welcoming Chief Guest, Prof. A. K. Sarial, VC, CSK HPKV, Palampur
4. Dr. H.K.Chaudhary welcoming Guest Speaker, Dr. Sudhir Kochhar, Ex Co-ordinator NAIP & ADG(IPR)ICAR
5. Dr. H. K. Chaudhary, Chairman IPR Cell giving introductory remarks to the participants about the workshop
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Highlights of the other Activities of the IPR Cell
Organized various interaction meetings of the IPR Cell, PG Students and Faculty of Crop Improvement and
other Departments with
1. Dr. Kuldeep Singh, Director National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi on 13th Feb., 2017
2. Prof. Kevin Pixley Director Genetic Resources & Dr. Sukhwinder, Leader Wheat Seed Discovery,
CIMMYT, Mexico on 7th March, 2017
3. Padam Shri Dr. Gurdev Singh Khush, World Food Prize Laureate on 28th March, 201

Dr. Kuldeep Singh Director NBPGR visited the Department of
Crop Improvement and Agriculture Biotechnology and
interacted with the faculty & students of plant breeding, genetics
& biotechnology. He appreciated the Himalayan Gene Pool
Resource Conservation efforts of the University & its protection
under the umbrella of IPR and PPVA&FRA through IPR Cell of
the CSKHPKV

Prof. Kevin Pixley Director Genetic Resources & Dr.
Sukhwinder Leader Wheat Seed Discovery, CIMMYT, Mexico
visited the Deptt. of Crop Improvement and IPR Cell of CSK
HPKV and appreciated the protection efforts of potential
Genetic Resources, GI and Plant Breeders’ & Farmers’ Rights
in the North-western Himalayas

Faculty & PG students in the stream of Plant Breeding,
Biotechnology, agronomy & Plant Pathology are being
sensitized for the importance & implications of IP Regime in
Indian & Global Context
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Padam Shree & World Food Prize Laureate Prof. GS Khush, Vice-Chancellor CSK HPKV Prof. AK Sarial and,
Dean COA & Director of Extension Education CSKHPKV Prof. PK Mehta visited the Department of Crop
Improvement on 28th March, 2017.The HoD, Deptt. of Crop Improvement and Chairman IPR Cell, CSK HPKV
Prof. HK Chaudhary alongwith faculty & PG scholars of plant breeding, genetics and biotechnology apprised the
dignitaries about innovative activities in crop Improvement and the issues related to the IPRs
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Padam Shree & World Food Prize Laureate Prof. G.S. Khush visited the Plant Breeding, Genetics,
Biotechnology & Veterinary activities of the CSK HPKV and appreciated the inventive efforts & innovations
made by the faculty & students. He appreciated the conservation and protection efforts in respect of Himalayan
plant & animal gene pool resources, GIs and the innovative technologies through IPR Cell & HPPIC, SCSTE.
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